
The district recently sent out an update for grading during this distance learning time. Here is a 

section of the Issaquah message: 

ISD Application of OSPI Guidelines 

Teachers have begun to assess essential new learning on Monday, April 20th. They are now 

giving feedback and assigning new grades. Grades 6-8 will follow the high school grading model 

as some middle school courses count for high school credit and to provide consistency across the 

secondary system. During trimester 3, students will earn letter grades as outlined in the syllabus 

by their teacher. It is important to note that in alignment with OSPI’s new guidance, students will 

not earn grades lower than the grade they had at the closure of school (trimester 2 final grade for 

middle schools). All students will have the opportunity to earn a higher grade by engaging 

meaningfully with their coursework. No students will earn Fs but will earn a letter grade (A, B, C 

or D) or an incomplete. 

 

With the change in learning environment and everything moving online. I am still focused on 

providing students feedback on their learning first and foremost. All activities will continue to be 

primarily in Seesaw. I have started entering each of the activities in the assignments categories of 

gradebook. This category will be 100% of the grade. If students complete the activities and 

demonstrate understanding they will get a 4. If they attempt the activity but don’t meet standard 

they will get a 3 on the activity. If nothing is submitted I will mark it as a zero and missing. All 

activities are able to be worked on until the end to demonstrate understanding and earn a 4. 

 

The grade posted for the trimester can not be below a students Tri 2 grade so if their level for Tri 

3 drops below that I will change the final grade to their Tri 2 grade. Students also can not receive 

an F for Tri 3. Students that are unable to access any educational materials could earn an 

Incomplete. Any other student would receive a D as the lowest possible grade. If students 

attempt all of the activities the lowest grade they would receive would be a C.  

If you have any questions please let me know. 

Sincerely 

Brian Arnot 

 


